
The Justice Department is investi- 
gating allegations that violations of 
federal election finance laws occurred 
in the 1972 re-election campaign of 

Rep. John Conyers Jr. (D-Mich). 

Reliable sources said yesterday that 
the allegations of wrongdoing appear 
to involve members of Conyers’ staff 
rather than the congressman. They 
were unable to specify their precise 
nature. , . 

The sources added that the probe 
began in August and is being con- 
ducted by the FBI under the direction 
of the Justice Department’s Criminal 
Division. The FBI’s inquiries, the 
sources said, are still in a preliminary 
stage, and have not involved subpoe- 
nas of records or the questioning of 
Conyers or his staff. 

However, the sources continued, the 
Justice Department asked the Federal 
Election Commission Tuesday for fi- 
nancial statements and campaign in- 
formation filed by Conyers from 1972 
to the present 

Conyers said yesterday that he 
knew nothing about the investigation, 
but added: “I’m not surprised because 
of the heat I’m putting on Ford.” On 
Tuesday, he called for an Investiga- 
tion of whether President Ford com- 
mitted perjury in testifying before 
Congress about his efforts as House 
minority leader to halt a House bank- 
ing committee investigation of laun- 
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Watergate. 

The Detroit congressman added 
that he could think of nothing in his 
1972 campaign that would lead to an 
investigation. He said, “Christ, I don't 
think I even raised over $10,000. I 
can't even remember whether I had 
an opponent or hot.” 


